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Moke than A tliird of a century since, I found a home, Citi- 
iona of Indiana, among yon. Kindly yon received me. Largely 
hare yon bestowed on me yoar confidence. I owe to yon 
honorable station and a debt of gratitude. Let me cndeaTor^ 
now in your hour of danger, to repay, if in part I may, that debt. 

On the future of our country clouds and darkness rest. We are 
' eogagedinawaraBterribleas any which history records; an out- 
i^e on civilization, if it be not Grod's agency for a great purpose. 
All good citizens earnestly desire its termination. The fervent 
longing of every Christian man and woman if '"" *^ 
of peace. 



B for the restoration 
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To this righteous desire there are addressed, especially here in 
oar Noi-th-West, certain proposals of compromise and accommo- 
dation. Shall we take counsel as to what these are worth) 
Can we reason together on a subject of interest more vital to 
ouraelves and to our children 1 

Bnt before we scan the future, let ua glance at the past. Ere 

ve advance, let us determine where we stand, and ascertain how 

we came hither. Looking back on our steps throughout the 

I last two years, let us, in a dispassionate spirit, by the aid of 

' ou&entic and unimpeachable documents, very briefly examine 

the Oftuses, underlying a stupendous national convulsion, which 

\ have resulted in the present condition of things. 

The secession ordinance passed the Convention of South Caro- 
Ssa, December 20, 1860. The next dajr, December 21, the 
Convention adopted the " Declaration of Causes," justifying 
secession. In language plain as can be desired are these causes 
Bet forth. They all center in one complaint, Northern encraach- 
ment on slavery ; there is no otliei- cause alleged. 

What proof of such encroachment is offered ) First, the 
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allegation that "for years past" fourteen Northern States, among' 
which Indiana is named, " have deliberately refused to folfigL 
their Conatitiitloiial obligatious" (as regai-da the fugitive-slaTeJ 
law) by " enacting lawe which either mmify the acts of Co™ 
or render useless any attempt to execute them." But if you i 
looked through our statute-book, you know that no such la^ffi 
then esisted, or ever existed, there. TLat solemn Declaratii^ . 
inaugurating a war as fearful aa ever desolated a nation, is baaed|fl 
so far as regards our State, on a statement either iguorantly 6 
wilfuEy false. , 

If, in regard to any of the other States named, there he tmfli 
in the allegation ; — ^if, in any one or more of these, there exiatv 1 
then, a state law nullifying or rendering nugg^ry a Conatiti* 
tiona! provision; — none knew better than these South Caroliniao 
what tnoir easy, peaceful, effectual remedy was :■ — an appeal t 
the Supreme Court. That Court has sovereign control over a' 
unconstitutional laws. Had the South no chance of Justice 
of more than justice — ^before the Supreme Court of the TJni 
States? Be the Dred Scott decision the reply I 

A thing, to he credited, must have some semblance of comra 
sense. Will any man believe that the citizens of South Oai^ 
liua — who would find it diificult to prove that by the unconatit i 
tionality of State laws at the North they had lost twenty slaves H 
since their State first joined the Union — will any sane man be- 
lieve that SouUi Carolina songiit to break up that Union for 
cause so utterly trivial as that 1 

No I far deeper must we search for the true cause. It is 
plainly set forth in the latter paragraphs of the Declaration, in 
which the Convention speaks, not of any special laws, but of " the 
action of the non-slavenolding States. 

It declares that these States have " denied the rights of prop- 
erty established in fifteen of the States and recognized by the 
Constitution ;" that they " have denounced as siniul the institu- 
tion of slavery ;" that tliey " have united in the election of a 
man to the high office of President of the United States whose 
opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery ;" who declares that 
" the Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half 
free," and that " the public mind must rest in the belief that 
slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction." And it winds 
up by this assertion : " All hope of remedy is rendered vain by 
the fact that the public opinion of the North has invested a great 
political error with the sanctions of a more erronious rehgious 
belief." 

These South Carolinian sentiments, afterward endorsed by 
every seceding State, are doubtless, in substance, sincere, 1"hey 
may be received as the secession creed. Though loosely worded 
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they are intelligible. Taken ia counection with the steadily- 
progressing increase, disclosed each ten years by the censHS, of 
population and Congreasional votes and consequent political in- 
fluence in the Free States aa compared with the Slave, they dis- 
close, beyond question, the true cause of the gigantic insnrrection 
that has made desolate so many domestic hearths, and spread 
■war and devastation where peace and tranquillity used to reign. 

It is, of coarse, not true, that the Northern States, as States, 
have denied the rights of Southern property, or denounced 
slavery as sinful. The Convention could only mean that certain 
citizens of these States liad espresaed such sentiments ; or as they 
afterward phrase it, that public opinion in the North had given 
the sanction of religion to a great political error. 

I pray you to remark that the South secedes fi-om the Union 
hecauae of these opinions. She will not remain in fellowehip 
with States in which such opinions are expressed. She holds 
that men ought not to he allowed to say or to vrrite that slavery 
ia sinful, or Uiat religion does not sanction it. She hangs those 
who say or write such things within her own borders.* To 
Batisfy her, such opinions must be suppressed also among ns. 
■But the Constitution provides that " Congress shall make no 
law abridging the liberty of speech or of the press." Here is a 
difficulty. How shall we of the Noilh satisfy a slaveholding 
South, unless we not only surrender tlie dearest of a freeman's 
rights, but also either violate the Constitution, or else amend it 
^«o that free thought and free speech shall be among past and 
■ttbrgotten things f 

1. Bat these outspoken sentiments are not onr only offense. 
.'We are accused of having elected a President " whose opinions 
tand purposes are hostile to slaveiy ;" and who believes that 
.** slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction." 

Because of the election of such a President, the slaveholders 

the South secede. They do not wait to see what he will do. 

ay secede before he is maugurated. They secede, then, not 
because of his acta, but because of tie opinions. 

His opinions on the subject of slavery; the same opinions 
which, for a century past, have been spreading and swelling 
into action throughout the civilized world ; the same opinions 
which have taken practical form and shape — which have become 
' ,w — till not a Cnristian nation in Europe, Spain alone ex. 

ipted, stands out against them. Look at the array of names J 

7111110 the border 



' Let an abolition iet < 

we will trj him, am 

mente on eMrth, Indudini 

i'rmfoB, in debate in U. & 

lEchan " 



. of South Carolina, If we can cnteh 
notwithalanding all the interference of all tba Qovern- 
tlia Faderftl G-overnnient, we will hang him." — Senator 
Senate, Janwtrg,\BS6. 
'"" '-- ■ * ' iJa, he m«yeipeot » felon's 3e«lh." 



StnalorEammiMdo/Sindk Oanlitui, in&miM, 1836. 
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England led the way. In 1834 she emancipated all lier Blavfil 
King Oscar of Sweden I'uUnwed her example in 1846, '^>--' 
came Denmark in 1847 ; France, in 184-8 ; Portugal, in ] 
the vaat empire of Kussia, in lSt>2. Finally, with nearly t 
years' experience in English colonies and fifteen years' ei, 
ence in those of France before her eyes, plain, practical, i 
imaginative Holland, by a vote in her (Jhanibers ot foi-ty-firelji 
seven, gave freedom, with compensation, to her forty-five thM 
sand slaves ; to talie effect on the first of July nest. 

And our offense in Southern eyes — an offense so grievous tJ 
it is held to justify insurrection and its thousand borrorft 
our unpardonable sin is, tliat we have elected a Preaidi 
whose opinions regarding negro servitude are those i 
Christendom ; whose belief that " slavery is in the com 
ultimate extinction," is but the plain inevitable deduction f 
.the last thirU^ years' history of the civilized world. 

Observe, I pray, that in thus setting forth the causes whi 

froduced this fratricidal war, I have let the South speal 
erself. Nor have I cited against her vagrant opinions, c 
lessly expressed by her citizens. I have quoted, word fur w 
from her solemn deliberate " Declaration of Causes ;" that dox 
iiient which is to Secessiondom, what the Declaration o 

Cndence was to the United States. Out of her own mouth I' 
ve condemned her. 

Yet I am not assuming to sit in judgment on her motives, I 
but show you where the difficulty lies, and how deep-sunk and 
radical it is. Opinions (she declares) stand in the way. Based 
on a religious sentiment, these opinions render vain (she eays) all 
hope of remedy ; for her Government is founded on opinions 
diametrically the reverse. And I show you further, that in thia 
she stands alone among the nations calling themselves civilized. 
Alexander H. Stephens, whom, in February, 1861, she named 
her Vice President, with commendable frankness admits that _ 
she does so. In Savannah, the Mayor presiding, Mr. Stephi 
addressing an immense crowd on the Slst of March follo' 
his election, spoke thus : " Slavery is the natural and 
condition of the negro. This, our new Government, is thi 
in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philci^fl 
Bophical, and moral truth."* 

Aione she stands ! the first government, in the history of 
world, founded on the prinfiple — " Slavery is good ; slavery ^ 
moral ; slavery is j ust , the only people in all the 

* speech of Mr. StapheoB as reported in the " Saeannah Rfpubli 
thence couied into " Pufnora'a Rebellion Record' ToL i, document 4S, T. 
The ReptiiOcim, in publishing this addreea. Beys ; " Mr. Stej>henB took 

■ bunt of enUiusiasm and applause, auch as the Athemeum lias ti '- 

-vithin ita walls ia the inemory t>f the oldest iofaabituit." 
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ccnturieB since Christ preached jnstiee and mercy, who roee in 
rebellion becaiige, among their orethren, His relieion was ap- 
pealed to in favor of that emancipation which, jrithin the last 
thirty years, England, and i>anee, and Sweden, and Denmark, 
and Portugal, and Russia, and Holland, have all conceded— 
a tribute to Christian civilization. 

Thus, then. Opinions not carried out in practice— opinions 

unfavorable to slavery expressed in the North, and held by the 

President elect — the same opinions that are entertamed and ' 

have been acted npon by almost every civilized nation — these, 

according to Soutnern declaration, were the immediate causes 

of the war : opinions, not acts ; the acts were all the other way. 

Inaugurated on the 4th of March, 1861, Abraham Lincoln 

expressly reassumed, in his Message, tlie ground occupied by 

himself, and by a large majority of his snpporters, before tlie 

election. " I have no purpose" (said he), " directly or indirectly, 

to interl'ere with the institution of slavery in the States where 

it exists." He went much further. Alluding, in the same 

Message, to an amendment to the Constitution, which had 

E^seed Congress on the 28th of February, to the effect that no 

ftamendment shall ever be made to the Constitution authorizing 

■Congress to interfere with slavery in any State, the President 

Eteid : " I have no objection to its being made express and irrevo- 

[caible." 

This was the fii-st act : an offer sanctioned by Congress, en- 
Ijjorsed by the Prcsidt-ut, so to amend the Constitution, that 
ioever, while tlie world lasted,' should the power be given to 
l;€longres3, by any subsequent amendment, to interfere with 
KjBlavery. 

The scene when, on Mr. Corwin's motion, this amendment 
seed, is recorded in the newspapers of the day, "As the vote 
proceeded, the excitement was intense, and on the annonnce- 
*ifieiit of tiie result, the inexpressible enthuaiaem of the members 
and the crowded galleries found vent in uproarious demonstra- 
tions. All feel that it is the harbinger of peace."* 

Was it the harbinger of peace ? Did this concession^ — ^bo^ 

dering surely on humiliation— a promise, as to slavery, nevOT 

through all time to amend our acts no matter how we may 

change our opinions — did this unheard-of concession to the 

l^ve interest conciliate the South, or arrest her action? It 

assed by, like the idle wind. Stato after State seceded. He- 

^Jhrity against the encroachment alleged to be intended — the 

■a&nplest within the bounds of possibility — had, indeed, been 

To&'ered; but the remedy did not reach the case. Opinions re- 

I Kained unchanged ; and the rebellion was against opinions. 

• If, 7, CMmaraai, Febniarj 23, 18S1, 
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Men in the North still said that human Bervitude was siofnl.* J 
The President still beliuved that "slavery is in the course of ul-* 
timate extinction." JSo fraternity with such men 1 No obedienoet I 
to such a President ! ' I 

And yet this President, in the same Inaugural from which I 1 
have quoted, poshed forbeiirauee to the verge of that boundary 
beyond which it ceases to be a virtue. "The Government" (lia 
Bftid to the Secessioniata already in arms against la^vi'ul author- 
ty) — "the Government will not assail you. You can have no , 
conflict withont being yourselves the aggressors." And in mild ■ 
but cogent terms he reminded them of his and their relativB I 
situations, and of the final necessity which his position imposed' \ 
upon him, " Tou have no oath " (he said) " registered in I 
Heaven to destroy the Government: while I have the m(^> | 
solemn one to preserve, protect, and defend it," 

I[e spoke t<> the deaf adder. As if they had bwojti befor 
God to destroy the Government nnder whicn, for eighty vet 
they had em oyed prosperity and protection, they became the a, 
gressors, Unassailed by that Government, they opened fire, o 
3ie memorable twelfth of April, from the batteries of Charlee 
ton, on Fort Sumter. 

The echo of that cannonade reverberated throughout t 
Union, The North rose up, like a strong man from sleep, 
needed not the President's Proclamation, issueil three davtf^ 
thereafter, to call men forth. In advance of that call, ttiej 
farmer had left his plow in the furrow; the mechanic had de-^B 
aertcd his workshop. The People had taken the war in hand.'* 

Such were the causes of this rebellion ; such were the acts on, j 
either side. 

What have been the results? The war, as wars in their com- 1 
mencement always are, was popular. Men engaged in it, as idJ 
a new and stu-ring enterprise men are wont to do, with ai*1j 
thusiasm. Unmingled successes, a prompt and triumphantlj 
termination — these, as always happens, were confidently anti(»-V 
pated. But the usual checkered fortunes of war attended our* 
MjiiiB ; now a victory, now a defeat. The contest was protracted, ' 
*8ionary hopes of speedy triumph faded away. Then cam^tl 
revulsion of feeling, sinking of spirit. There never was a pro-' I 
tracted war in this world, no naatter how successful in the end, ■ i 
without just such a reaction. How did the souls of our revo-- ] 
lutionary fathers, sore tried, sink within them, year after year — n I 
how often did Washington himself despair — brfore the final vio- | 
tory that heralded American Independence ! England is still one I 
of the greatest nations of the world, proud, powerful, prosperous ; I 
vet, during her five years' Peninsular war (in Spain againstJ 
Napoleon) the depression in England was almost beyond ez' 
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unple. At tlie coiumencemeut of that war the people iiccepted 
it with acclamation. Opposite parties in Parliament vied witli 
each other in their zeal to vote men and money. Before a year 
had passed, how changed was the scenel Tiie retreat and de- 
feat at Corunna (the Ball Run of that year's campaign) plunged 
Hhe nation in despair. Nothing was talked of but the stupid 
Wundera of the Government, its absurd and contradictory 
orders, its gross ignorance of the fii'fit principles of war. Croak- 
ers spoke loudly of the folly of any attempt to cheek the pro- 
gress of the French anns in Spain. TJniversal distrnst seized the 
pubhc mind. The Ministry kept their places with extreme dit- 
liculty. But England's j)lu.ck Lore her through. She spent 
four hundred and lifty milhona a year, bought gold at thirty 
per cent premium to pay her troops, persevered to the end — 
and conquered : yet not till her Government stocks, ordinarily 
at 90, had come to stand habitually at Q5 ; nay, before Na- 
poleon was finally conquered, had fallen to 53 (payable in de- 
■eciated paper), and had been negotiated by the Chancellor of 
e Exchequer at that rate. 

Nor let it be imagined that it was the uniuformed masses 
. .one who despaired. The greatest men shared the doubt 
whether England was not tottering to her destruction. Sir 
"Walter Seott wrote to a friend ; " These cursed, double cursed 
news from Spain have sunk raj spirits so much that I am al- 
aaost at disbelieviug a Providence. There is an evil fate upon 
I in all we do at home or abroad." A letter of Sir Jamea 
[ackintosh is still more gloomy. " I believe, like you " (he 
'ites to a friend at Vienna), " in a resurrection, because I he- 
re in the immortality of civilization ; but a dark and stormy 
ight, a black series of ages, may be prepared for our posterity 
sfore the dawn of a better day. The race of man may reach 
e promised land, but there is no asaurariee that the present 
meration will not perish in the wildei'neas," * 
Such is the dark valley, shadowed by despondency, through 
hich even the most powerful nation, once engaged in a great 
contest of life and death, must coneent to travel ere it emerges 
to the light. It' we were not prepared to traverse its depths— -?f 
we have not courage to endure even to the end — we ought never 
tp have entered upon the gloomy road aX all. Many good men 
"'^ought, at the outset, that the wiser course was to let the de- 
South go iu peace. A thousand times better to have 
this than to falter and look back now, false to the gieat 
task we have undertaken, recreant to the solemn purpose on 
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which we have lavished millions of treastire, to which we hard 
set the seal ot' our best blood. That whicti might have been 
graceful concessiou two years since, would bo base submission 
to-day. 

Base and unavailing! "What are the proposals now, rife 
throughout the North-West, among the friends of peace-at>- 
auy-pricel Worst devise of feeble or failhless heads, bnsily-' 
echoed by thousands of faint hearts, embodied in public resolu* 
tions, trumpeted through hundreds of newspapers, what is the- i 
favorite project, long matured in secret, that is urged upon you. [ 
to-day by the enemies of the war and of the Administration;' | 
tliat conducts it 3 

Of vast import is that project, yet a few words sufBce to J 
state it. The gi'eatest of human changes can be expressed io^'l 
one word — Death 1 r 

The project is, to reconstruct the Union, leaving oot the New | 
England States. , 

This plau is spoken of as a compromise. The Sooth, absQ'^ 
doning her avowed intention to erect a separate purely slava-T 
holding Confederacy, is to consent to receive into her fellow- T 
ship a portion of the Northern Stabes. The Northern States, !■ 
return, ai-e to abandon six of their unmber; those six in whicls; 
the opinions against which the war is waged chiefly prevail. 

But this plan is no after- thought — no compromise whatever.' 1 
It has been m the minds and intentions of the Southern leadersill 
from the very commencement oCthe rebellion. 

I vouch for the trutJi of the following : Early in Jauuarf/^ 
1861, a few days after South Carolina had seceded, and beforf*^ 
any other State had followed her example. Senator Benjai " \ 
of Louisiana, said to one of the Foreign Ministers : " A graal 
revolution haa commenced. It will end in the separation from 
the Union either of the slave States or of New England," 

Within a few days of the same time, before Jeiferson Davi 
had left Washington, Mrs. Davis, conversing with a friend from;^ 
Pennsylvania, who had been lamenting a probable separation,'- 
replied, in substance: "Do not afflict yourself. We shall noi<l 
separate from Pennsvlvania, nor New York, nor New Jersey ;^^ 
they, like the North-\Vcfit, are our natural allies." 

It was the original plan, abandoned for a time, when the* 
entire North rose inarms; unavowed even now; yet secretly, 
fomented and sanctioned ever since the elections seemed to re** 
suit adveraely to the Administralion, and since meetings and"! 
newspapers, calling themseives Democratic, have been sendtn|^fl 
forth, to an enemy in arms, words of sympathy and comfort, 

Well might such a plan be the first choice of the secessionists I i 
Well may they iutrigiie with the North-West to favor i 
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adopt it now I Far better for them than a mere Southern 
Ooiit'ederacy, never was a more speciona nor a more daring 
device lo ujihold a sinking cause! 

" Look at it, I pray yoa ; not vaguely or hastily, but carefnlly, 
Hd in all its practical details. In the Senate, ihirti/ Sonthem 
atee to twenty-two Northern; in the House, ninety Southern 
Kn>tee to a hundred and fJiirteen IfortLern. One House hope- 
IcBsly gone ; while twelve votes changed would give a Southern 
majority in lite other. And when has Congress seen the day 
when twice twelve votes could not have been had from North- 
ern Representatives for any measure the South saw fit to propose ) 

Jnat North enough in the scheme to afford protection and 
Biipport to slavei-y ; and not North euongh to exert over it the 
sliMteat influence or control. 

Plausible, too ! " You have a majority in one House, and we 
in the other. AVhat can be more fair )" 

Bat mark the workings of the plan ! A free State applies 
for admission. The Bill must pass the Senate. Will it pass? 
Slaveholders have to decide that question. Will they relin- 
quish the balance of power which they hold in their grasp ! 
While they retain their reason, never ! A slave State for every 
free State admitted; that will be the rule. The controlling 
majority in the Senate, therefore, perpetual I 

Think, next, of the nominations by the President — a Pres- 
ident, of course, who believes in the justice, and in the per 
petual duration of negro slavery^for none other will be suf- 
fered to take his seat; nominations of Cabinet officera; of 
Foreign Miuisters and Consuls; of Jndges of the Supreme 
Court; of Gienerals in the army; of men to all lucrative 
Post-otHces; of Kegistei-S and Receivers, and all the long list 
of other nominatioua to offices in the gift of the President and 

fnfirmatory by the Senate. Will the name of one man pass 
a ordeal who thinks human servitude a sin or an evil, or who 
Ueves that "slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction?" 
It will be a Senate requiring a political teat for office that 
would have excluded Washington, if proposed for Brigadier- 
General, or Jeiferaon, if nominated as a member of the Cabinet. 
■ For Washington, on the 9th of September, 1786, wrote to John 
F. Mercer, of Maryland : " It is among my iirat wishes to see 
Hoine plan adopted by which slavery in this country may be 
abolielied by law."* And Jefferson, m his "Summary View of 
tlie Rights of British America," originally pnblisbed in August, 
"j;r74, said: "The abolition of domestic slavery is the great 
tbject of desire in these Colonies, wiiere it was, unhappily, intro- 
biced in their infant state;" f while, eight years later, in hia 
• Bparkf Washington, voL ix., p. 159. f •^tff"'X'n'i Worki, vol. i., p. 136. 
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"Nofca nn Virginirt," be fulls info tlial: "erroneous religioae bte" , 
lief" wliiuli, aQcording to the South Carolina Declaration, ran- j 
dei-s ii()[)ele8S all remeciy for the grievances of the SoullU' J 
Adverting to a poesible conflict, in llie future, botween slave 1 
and Blaveholder, he eays : "The Ahniglity lias no attribatO' I 
which can take side with ua in ench a contest." * I 

If this view of revolutionary opinions should happen to sniv 
priae yon, it will be hecanse yon are less accurately informed on 
the subject than the Vice President of the insurrectionary States.. . I 
Let Mr. Stephens have credit for the honesty with which, io'. I 
the address fn~)ni which I have already qnoted, he made thiB< J 
confession : " Tlie prevailing ideas entertained by Jeffei'son and | 
most of the leading statesmen, at the time of the formation of thO' I 
old Constitution, were, that the enslavement of the African was ] 
in violation of the laws of nature; that it was wrong in prin- 1 
ciple, socially, morally, and politically." The "ultimate extino" ] 
tion" heresy, too, waa shared by these men, as Mr. Stephens thus ' 
reminds us: "Slavery was an evil they knew not well how t-O' 
deal with ; but the genera! opinion of the men of that day' waa, 
that, somehow or other, in the order of Providence, the inatita- | 
tion wonld be evanescent, and pass away." t 

Keconstrnct the Union without New England, and no man 
who shares those revolutionary sentiments, — no man who believes 
as Waaliington and Jefferson believed, — can ever reach the 
Presidential chair, or ever receive, from the occupant of that 
chair, any oflice, at home or abroad, civil or military, of any 
importance whatever. 

The vast patronage of the Government — ^the tens of railliorj 
anQually in its gift — would become a gigantic bribe. Its demor-i, 
alizing influence in calling forth professions of a money -getting 
creed, would be immense. 

But well would it be if this wholesale premium on hypocrisy 
were the only evil, or the worst evil, which a South-controlled 
Congress would bring upon us. What laws would such a Don- ' 
gress pass 1 

The cliaracteriatic political doctrine univereally asserted 
throughout the South is this : "The Constitution provides that I 
' the citizens of each State shall he entitled to all privileges and ' 
immunities of citizens in the several States.' Therefore all citi' I 
zens are entitled, wherever they may reside, to equal rights of I 
property. Neither the Federal Government nor a State has a | 
right to discriminate between different kinds of property, legally 
held. It is unconstitutional to declare by law that any I 
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field property is property in one portion of the Uuion, and is not 
property iu another. It is equally iinconBtitiitionai for the Fed- 
eral GovenuiieDt, or for any State, to pass laws which shall pro- 
hibit the trausfer of any legally held property iVoru one portion 
of the Cnion to another; or to enact that any one species of 
property legally used in any one State or TeiTitory may not be 
tised in another. 

" But slaves are properfy ; as absolutely and legally articles of 
merchandise (though dittering in kind) as horses, or cattle, or 
lloctcs of sheep; property righteonely as well au legally heldj 
property the holding »of which is baaed on a great physical, 
philosophical, and moral truth, and is sanctioned by religion. 

"Therefore, wherever one citizen may lawfully take or use hia 
cRttie and horses and flocks of sheep, another citizen may law- 
Ihlly take and use his slaves. To prohibit him from so doing is 
anioral wrong, as well%S an nnconatitutionai act." * 

That is the openly-avowed doctrine and demand of the South. 
Individual exceptions to such opiuions there are, of course, in 
tlie slave States, just as, in the free States, men are found who 
believe that slavery is enjoined by morality and sanctioned by 
religion. But the official declarations of the South prove, and 
no honest slaveholder will deny, that I have here fairly and can- 
didly stated the leading article, never to be relinquished, of 
their political creed. 

Upon this doctrine was based that claim of the South to equal 
rights of settlement in the Territories, the expected denial of 
which was one of the chief incentives to this war. But it is evi- 
dent that if the doctrine be tenable at all, it applies as justly to 
"tate as to a Territory. An Indianian may ony a Iveutucky 

n and settle thereon wilh all his movable proper'-y. Shall 

^entuckian be forbidden to settle, in like manner, oi. ^ farm 
in Indiana, unless he shall flrst sell the most valuable mo. able 
property he possesses 1 

It is not more certain that the earth will continue to revolve 

lund the sun, than that the South, while slaveholding, will 
ivere, whenever and wherever she obtains the political as- 
lency, in asserting and euibreing by law what site regards 

.her political rights in this matter. 

#If any oibii doubt thai tliia ii tlie claim mstntnined by t1ic South, and abort of 
i^ich Hie vill nevur hv aatUlieil, let him read the noH on the last page of thia 
"ilnplilet, □□ rHceat legal opiniiina and d«c)9iiMis toilehiDg BlaieB. 

Tliesfl aSbrd uoTiciusive proaF Lhdt the South, vilh tlie power in her hands, 
would declare null aDil void, bomiise in flnlatiun of the ComtLtulion of the Unll.ed 
Staler the proTirioo in the Coustitution of Indiana eialuding oegroea. Should 
«e tolerate a eimilar proviaiou excluding our horeea and cattle from Kentucky T 
A Slate' canmit, without the uonsont of Oongrura, oven lay a dntj on property 
^^ faroaght within her limita from another Bute [ iitr lata, of course, can she exaln& 
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Choose, then, farmers of Indiana I citizens of the No^tIl-'We8t^ ' 
Strike off twenty-nine votes from tlie northern majority of the 
House. Abandon, by the cession of twelve votes more, your 
present majority in the Senate. Consent to the dismemberment 
of yo\ir country. Relinquish for ever to the South the balance of 
legislative power. Do this, if you will. But bear in mind, that o^ 
the dayyou assent to the scandalous compact, you will havevinh J 
tiially repealed that noble Obdikance to which the North-Weat ■ 
owes not freedom only, but a social and commercial prosperity 
far outstripping that of any slave-tilled State. Bear in uiiiid 
that on that day you will have to decidef which of two alterna- 
tives you will advise your sons to select ;— to reeai-d honest la- 
bor as unbecoming a gentleman, or to take meir chance of I 
working in sight of the overeeer, side by side with the slave. ^ 

Do all this, if good it seem to you. I make no argumenS 
against it. Facts, not counsels, are whtt I ofl'er you. I bny^ 
seek to shed daylight on the slaveholders' project; to showyou^^J 
beforehand, what it is you are invited to do. fff 

The invitation is, to unite your fate with a slave empire ; Qo^y 
an empire part free and part slave, but an empne all slave; Bq| 
empire in evety portion of which slavery will be permitted bw 
law, and reatncted as to the number of slaves by soil and cl^ 
mate alone. The invitation is to become, yourselves, part &a%, 
I parcel of such an empire ; to enter into fellowship with thoB$|-'i 
who, not content to legalize slavery, eanouizB it aldo ; regw^ it.as 1 
philosophical, commend it as moral, extol it as religious : wImh J 
adopt it as the corner-stone of the social edifice and the b 
of the pohtical system. 

The invitation is, to ignore, or to defy, the public sentimaife 
of Christendom. The invitation is to stand still, or sink backup 
while all other civilized nations advance. An eminent writer|yj 
alluding to certain ancient collegiate foundations of Europe,3 
declared that they were not without their use to the historiwi | 
of the human mind : immovably moored to the same station by 
the strength of their cables and the weight of their anchors, 
they served to mark the rapidity of the current with which the 
rest of the world was borne along. Is such to be the fate and 
the vocation of America, once proud, powerful, treedom-lovingj 
la God's mighty current of Progress to sweep past her, as she 
lies paralyzed, weighted down, rock-stranded, by her politick 
eins J 

This invitation is given on conditions. The first is, that 
throughout this slave empire, no man shaU be allowed to deny 
the " great physical, philosophical, and moral truth", now first re- 
cognized, upon which the new Government is founded ; namely, 
that dav^ry is the natural and moral condition of the African 
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lrs^o No man is to be permitted, on pain of punishment, to 
argue that slavery is siuful, or tliat religion condemns it. We 
are required to go back to the spirit of those days when it was 
held to be seditious to qnestion, by speech or writing, the idea 
on which the existing Government was based ; to the Tudor and 
Stuart age of England: the only difference being that while 
under the old English rule, it was punishable as sedition to 
question the right divine of Kings, under the new Southern 
nile, sedition is to be punished when it questions the right divine 
of slavery. It will be a remarkable experiment, in the nine- 
teeth century, to establish a government upon a principle which 
will not bear question, or snifer an argument touching its truth 
OP its merits. The despotism of Naples recently went down, 
crushed by the difficulties and the odium of maintaining, in 
these modern days, a similar gtate of things. 

The second condition demanded of us is, that the North, 
before it is admitted to Southern feUowship, shall cast off six of 
her States ; thus curtailing her power and her possessions by 
the surrender of nearly one-tifth of her population and more 
than one-fifth of her wealth. 

And here discloses itself the Hercules foot of this most auda- 
cious scheme. Think of proposing to Great Britain, that she 
should set Scotland adrift, or to France that she shonld detach 
and abandon all Normandy ! When was dismemberment ever 
dreamed of or demanded, except by a victor from a prostrate 
foe? 

And will no other demands be made based on the same rela- 
tive condition of the contracting parties? The Southern insur- 
rection will have cost its authors a thousand millions, at the 
least. Can any man doubt that the North, once entrapped into 
this base compact, will be held to pay her full share of that stu- 
pendous sum? — ^not only to accept as justifiable an insurrection 
against lawful authority,buttopay what that insurrection cost? 
And will nothing be included in that coat but the bare expenses 
of the war t Is it not certain, beyond possible doubt, that there 
will be thousands upon thousands of claims for damages — ^for 

Elantations ruined, for dwellings destroyed, for cotton burnt, for 
undreds of thousan<l6 of slaves loBt— from every Southern State 
that has been reached by our arms? and that these claimB will 
amount to hundreds of millions, exceeding probably the war 
expenses themselves ? On whom is to be imposed the enormous 
tax that is to pay for these ravages of war? On whom but on 
those who inmcted them ? And when sueb a tax is levied and 
paid by you, what acknowledgment can be imagined more prac- 
tically conclusive of the admission that the so-called insurrection 
ma no insurrection at all, but, on the contrary, a noble war fw 
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liberty and independence, just in its inception, triumphant in ■ 
ita reanit ? i 

Their hewers of wood and drawers of water we should become jj 
the recorders of their edicts ; the submissive agents to execati 
their good pleasure I 

And if we yield now, so should we bet If with half the teF>1 
ritory constituting the Slave States virtually in our pos 
we accept at the hands of armed enemies the very plan they 1 
themselves had chalked out before a cannon was fired, richly 1 
shall we deserve our fate I Under such a plan the insiu-geats j 
would not merely have secured their own independence : con- ' 
querora over us, they would have mastered om-s. Have we | 
mercy to expect! Woe to the vanquished ! 

Let there be no self-deception. If we are to do this thing, I 
let us look it honestly in the face, and make plain to ourselves I 
what it is we are domg. We give up ; we surrender ; we ac- 1 
knowledge (twenty millions agamat six) that we are beaten. Yet \ 
that is a trifle : the bravest may be defeated ; the holiest cause i 
may fail. But we, if we take this step, must consent to repent- 
ance as well as to submission. Before the world we mnst con- 
fess our sins. Before the world our acts must declare, that 
from the first, we were in the wrong and the South in the right. 
Before the world our acta must declare, that a thousand milliona 
have been squandered — that a hundred thousand brave men 
have Sank from the battle-field to the grave — all in a diegraoefnl 
warfare, all in an iniquitous cause. 

And the retrospect, when this war, thus stigmatized as ag- 
gressive and faithless, is brought to a shameful close 1 Tfiij 
scene, when the thinned ranks of a hundred Indiana regiments, 
whose gallant deeds, untarnished by a single disgrace, have 
been till now the pride and boast of their State — tlie scene of i 
bitter humiliatioo, when these brave and war-worn men shall ] 
return — to find themselves degraded from patriots to niaraudera ; 
their labors counted but an outrage, their wounds a disgi'ace; 
flball return, to hear their dead comrades spoken of as mer- 
cenaries hired by the oppressor, and justly overtaken by the 
oppressor's fate ; shall return, to find the war-made widow pen- , 
eionlesa, the soldier's orphan cast helpless on the mercy of the i 
world I 

And then the scene — it may be far more terrible yet — when 
Indiana, base and craven, shall put forth her hand attempting 
to sign the compact of degradation t 

Attemptintf to sign 1 Will t!ie attempt ever be ci 
mated? In peace, without bloodshed, without the hand of 
brother raised against brother, of father against son — never I 
Until Indiana shall have shared a worse fate than Missouri or 
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Kentnclcy, or Virginia ; until her fields shall he desolate, her 
citiea spoiled, her substance wasted ; until we shall have 
learned, hy sickening experience, the nightly terrors, the daily 
liorrors of civil war — never! Will the men who have stood 
firm while shot and shell deeicnated their ranks, turn cowards 
on their return to their native State, and patiently suffer it? 
So sure as God li ves, never — never 1 

Let Indiana, helying the courage she has ahown on the battle 

■ iSeld, casting from her the last remnant of self-respect, false to 
her constitutional obligations, Mind to a future of abject ser^ 
vility, deaf alike to the warnings of revolutionary wisdora and 
to the voice of Civilization speaking to-day in her ears — let 
Indiana, selling Freedom's birtnright for leas than Esau's price, 
resolve to purchase Southern favor by Northern diamember- 
ment and the world-wide contempt that would follow it — bat 
let her know, before she enters that path of destruction, that her 
road will lie over the bodies of her murdered eons, past prostrate 
cabins, past ruined farms, throno;h all the desolation that fire 
and sword can work. Let her know, that before she can link 
her fate lo a system that is as surely doomed to ultimate extinc- 
tion as the human body is finally destined to death, there will 
te a war within her own bordere to which all we have yet 

' endnred, will be but as the summer's gale, that Bcattera a few 

l)ranches over the highway, compareu to the hurricane that 

' plows its broad path of ruin, mile after mile, leaving behind, 

ju its track, a ^(ostrate forest, harvest crops uprooted, and 

|-;}inmao habitations overtlirown. 

But the hurricane ia of God's sending. Wliether the tempest 
L -of war, from which lie has hitherto mercifully preserved our 
I fitate, shall now sweep over it, as it has swept over the ill- 
f fated Sonthern border, depends, Citizens of Indiana, npon yon. 
I Courage, prudence, patriotism will avert it. Faint-heartedness 
\ and folly will bring it down npon our heads. If it come, God 
i help the present generation that has to endure it 1 God help 

■ our children after us, to whom we bequeath a Korth-West 
steeped in scandalous dependence, so loug as she submita to 
her masters, and a prey to a stcood civil war, so soon as she 
awakes to her true condition, and draws the sword once more, 

,to redeem the errors of the past I 

ROBERT DAI,E OWEN. 
March 4, 1863. 
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witUiJi iLi Jiiuiir uf iu\- but* . — iiub ueve*' U)«Ji untugii: beiun- Uic bupreint* ConrL 

J^u'. ii tui L/ic'i beuii ctobf the u|uiiiui. dflivtrred by tue Court wax baMiI on pxinetplea. 
pr«i<.'iii:tt' a^ip .caiiui ut A'litCi. npj/ewb i(> uttUkDiiblL tu*- rigui of Hii owner of bIstsb to their **i 
iui<! uiiat" ti.ivu^auut lili . be uutUor wLviv tUHl iilo luity 1m- »}M^n:. 

(jii-u. tJubiic*: Idiiuy. ill tiittt upiuiui:. UvCi»i'«>: Tuat ile}^^utI^ Importer! from Aftiea, 'WW 
**Lfnju^ii' Lcii i*.*- u^ltcii;^ of iiii'ir.iuatdib4'. : " tijai u. everi' out of tiif thirteen eoloDies vUflii 
fur:i.u^ IL.1 C</ui»Liiutiu.'. of Uii l.'nilo<i buw^. '*ub^ru of Uii African raoe was tc|wi'd6d am mn 
hrili'li o* i'iup<r:>. ua4> Lt-lL utiii l/uu^ui uu(! boi<'. itt- buoij.*' nuti tiiAL, a: tii« tixuo the Conitttiitian 
wikf t»(Iop'.i.4 . iL( jllj^iu v^:«^' " U'cuLv.'<l u^ uji ui'<liiiury artici^. of luerduuidiBu aiul taflic, wheiierrer a 
proiiw c'jui'i U ijjj^i. uy iu'' A^ auci: Cuitft tiutttiue reguinib hiui. 

l;it.<: r^i^ui*. ijii plaiiiuff ii tui*' u»>i-. b Stuvt. owim;< ii< AliMouri br Dr. Emerooa, had been 
ttikt i> by b.:: uui.ur iiiuo liliiiuii-. kvpt, tLur* iwo y^art. tbei. K<.'p: twu years izi a Territory of the 
Uniu.<' )^:^\^f i.>.>iU- of li.t ^liaM/ur! CouiproxuiM: liiM., wiiii«. ibat Compromiae was in ftaroe, and 
h:M.\ liiL-j. bcoii Uuiigut buck U- Mibbouri. 

Tbi <Joiu-'.. ttliur rt^ciUi.^ ttiat "buoit wae a siave when taken into the Btatc of nttnoia 
i/M!vy htJiJt uh tuAiJ','' (iecldui! Ibut vfh*»i> brougbt U*ck iv Miasrouri be remaineu a ahcv^, 
a* " bib idatuf tw fivt: or diiti e, <lupcu(iod un tii^e lau.t' t^ Jf mwouW. ftoi vf JUmoitT 

ir:*) ttl.'fu of bitrcaidcuci' ii; a Turrilory dooUa:e(! Irct- by u iuw of the United Htotea. THie'Dnniit 
heid tbe law lo be uuuix.aitiutioual uud void, bu^auai- clie CotidtiiucioiJ reoupniaesa Biavei 
aitd ^^uLakcfc itv di»iiuctioii belwceii tliat pioperiy aud aii^v otuttc.*" And tint Conn deoideB: 
tkoit aaaioi be libt:fuU:d uudur auob a iuw. 

Tbou^b Uie 4jiaci>Uoii uid not c^wtr but'ore the Court for deoieiofLf flivther Boott aodfld ' 
held for liiu at a aIuvc in IliUioit-. }ut it it> a lair iiii'ureiioe from tuv abcn't. that that qneatiaii 
would be- dt-oluid ill ii^c uUu'uiut.. V i . J^iiLUcj boon, wulli- rMiidiu^ with Dr. lijueraon la 
wu JUiji liUiVc or iic- v^af not. Xi b'.r aluve. at tbv wordt of CUiIef «I u»tioe Tu&ej would izag^ly; 
4lavobold^^^ iuu/ bold Lboir bluvct to acrvici- MJiid labor ju a Krue State. If aot lot diaTe, iw 
CreeiiiiUi. i^ut if a frecxjuaoi. bow could ajuy law of MJabourj be ixeid ii^ja to rednee his lai 

Ijj Lbc J^'ULiUioLi caac (hO^JX^: Hx ^'cw Vork <>/urt of App<r«I«. Jaauaxy. 1660X i* wUdh tbe 
^aefiUou cuue up, wiicUitr aluvi-e owtivd by a Wt^uUu \n tnuuMt throu|;h tbe Blote of Scar York 
beuauie free, tbc Court decided (live h^^uiA tbr^c; Xu Cavor of the alaves. But the H^piBMBts of 
the couusel (</Couor; uMigucd by tUe btate of Vir^^iiiia for the sUireowaer, elearij f adleate th« 
ehui-actor and vzuiit of b<>uthcrji dai/jii» in tbit> uiaitcr, and tiie prloefplef npoa which these are 
baaed. Uc aaid: " Property ju Afiicau uantuat U uui an eiception to anj general role. Upon 
ratiouai principled it i« uu wore local or peculiar tbaii any other pro[>ert3r.** And he eigaed that a 
Btalu butf the auiue rigbt to declare a wife who migbt be brought within its limits to be '*free 
from all obligutiuna ot tbat coudition." an to declare the same thing of a slave. 

It ia to be conceded tbat no Court ba« yet made a detil«lon in eouforoiity with tiM elslBis befe 
put fortb, ou bebulf of Virginia. But can the nature an4 extent of tbe rights demanded by tlie 
fioutb bfc doubted or Uiiauuduratoud Y Aud whenever a Henate with a perpetual Soathem mijoritj 
shall have tbe coulrul of uoiuinatiouri for Judgua of the Hupreme Court, is it not morally eertsln 
UiSt the decibiun, in the preiuibea, of Judged thus auleoted will be in fkvor of Virginians <daimaf 
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